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Age: 53

“I came to Turkey seeking be�er educa�on for 
my daugther, but life here wasn’t as easy as I 

assumed” 



Abdelkader Atta

M  ame s Abdelkader A a a d I am fr m a. I ave bee  l v g  Turke  f r e ear. I came 
ere g a  m  daug er ca  e j  a g er qual  f educa . 

I came  Turke  fr m Saud  Arab a, w ere I s e  e las  25 ears w rk g. I le  a because f 
e s ab l  fr m e g g. Saud  Arab a was a ver  c alle g g lace  l ve bu  I ad a  k l fe 

u l e Saud  g ver me  s ar ed m s g m re res r c s  f re g ers a d g er axes  
educa  f r -Saud s. I c uld  a rd ese axes  m  wage, s  I dec ded  leave. Bu  I 
c uld  re ur  me  a because f e ver  a d lack f r u es. I wa ed a 
be er fu ure f r m  daug er, s  I came  Turke .  

U f r u a el , e grass was ’  gree er ere  Turke . I ave faced ma  r blems s ce I rs  
arr ved  Oc ber 2019. O e f e r blems I faced was a  I c uld ’  e r l m  daug er  sc ls 

ere s ce s e c uld ’  ge  a res de ce erm . I d ’  k w w  e au r es refused  ssue er 
a res de c  erm . I s wed em all e ecessar  cus d  d cume s e  asked f r  r ve a  
I am er legal guard a , bu  s e s ll as  bee  reg s ered! I  ur s me  see er  g g  
sc l. 

T e c alle ges I ave faced  Turke  are ’  l  rela ed  m  daug er’s s ua . I ave eal  
ssue a d ave als  faced ma  d cul es r g  access eal  serv ces. 

 

Bef re lear g ab u  e serv ces Dü a D k rlar  Der e  (DDD) ers, I r ed  g   s als 
m self. S me mes I c uld ge  eal  care bu  er mes I c uld  a rd  a  as I d ’  ave 

eal  sura ce. I als  ad r blems ex la g m  eal  ssues  d c rs as m s  f em d ’  
s eak gl s  a d I d ’  s eak Turk s .  

T s leads me  me  m  er c alle ge a  I face  s c u r  w c  s la guage. I  Turke   
ca  be ard  d e le w  s eak gl s  a d as a ers  w  d es ’  s eak Turk s , I d  s  

ard s me mes  c mmu ca e w  e le ar u d me. T s s w  I d ’  ave ma  Turk s  
fr e ds.   

DDD c r bu ed a l   m  l fe  Is a bul. T e  b ked me a  a me  w  a s al, a d I 
we  a d u derwe  m  med cal c eck-u . T e  ex la ed w e Turk s  eal  s s em w rks a d 

e  als  el ed w  r v d g ecessar  med ca  fr m e armac . N w I’m a e d g e 
Turk s  classes ered b  DDD. I ave c m le ed e rs  level a d I w ll s ar  e sec d level. I’m 
lear g m re a d I e  ge  be er  e fu ure. 

I usuall  s e d m  free me  e Afr ca  a d a  res aura s a d cafés ar u d Is a bul 
w ere I ge  e c a ce  c a   e le fr m m  c u r  a d  as e u  rad al f d.  

F r me  s ard  g  back a d l ve  a due  e curre  l cal s ua   e c u r . 
All I wa  s  ave a be er l fe f r me a d m  daug er ere  Turke , a d I e a  m  daug er 
ge s e c a ce  re ur   sc l a d s ud  aga  s  s e ca  bec me e ers  s e wa s  be  

e fu ure. 



 An African musician in Turkey 
Name: CABATI 

Na al : a  

Age: 40 ears ld 



Hell , m  ame s C aba . I’m 40 ears ld a d I’m fr m Gu ea. I ave bee  
w rk g as a mus c a  f r e las  20 ears. I s ar ed la g  Gu ea w ere 
I’m r g all  fr m. I als  s e  a few ears  Se egal bef re c m g  Turke . 

T e rs  me I came  Turke  was  2008, I remember g g  Izm r c   
ar c a e  a mus cal fes val rga sed b  e mu c al  ere. I  e 

f ll w g ear, I v s ed Izm r ce aga  as I ar c a ed  a er fes val 
called De z fes val. 

I  2011, I was aga  v ed  Turke   ar c a e  a fes val  e c  f 
Amas a.  A  a  me, s me fr e ds sugges ed I r   se le  Turke  as ere 
m g  be m re c a ces f r me  ar c a e  d ere  fes vals ar u d e 
c u r . I welc med e dea. ve  w  e rs  elec s, e ec m c 
s ua   Gu ea was s ll de er ra g a d  was ge g arder  ear  
m e  ere.  

I c se  l ve a d se le  e c  f Is a bul s ce  s e f e maj r c es 
 Turke . I d d ’  ave a  fr e ds r acqua a ces  Is a bul back e . I was 

l el   a c  w ere I k ew b d .  

I re ed a a   e area f Ye ka  w ere I s ar ed  l ve. I d d ’  ave a 
r er j b a d I l  l ked f r mus c j bs as I ex ec ed a  I w uld c ue 

m  mus c career ere as well a d a  I w uld be w rk g  fes vals. 
U f r u a el , a  was ’  e case, a d e real  was ver  d ere  fr m 
w a  I ex ec ed.  I d d ’  rece ve a  j bs- ers, s  I ad  l k f r a j b  be 
able  c ver m  m l  ex e ses. 

S ce I d d ’  s eak Turk s  dur g a  me,  was reall  d cul  f r me  d 
a j b. S , I s ar ed  d  ccu a s a  d ’  requ re g  levels f Turk s  
la guage suc  as w rk g  c s ruc  elds a d sell g wa c es. 



Des e e d cul es a d c alle ges I ave faced  Turke  I d d  c s der 
g g back  m  c u r  s ce e s ua  ere s w rse. T ere are  
ec m c r u es  Gu ea a d s ge g m re v le  because f 

l cal s ab l . I am res s ble f r r v d g f r m  fam l  ere a d  
rder  be able  el  a d su r  em I mus  ave a sus a able w rk, 

w c  I ca ’  d  m  c u r . 

N w, a er a few ears f l v g  Turke , I’m a  a  I am ma ag g  
se le  a d I’m bec m g m re egra ed  Turk s  s c e . H wever, 

ere are s ll s me c alle ges a  me a d er Afr ca  m gra s are fac g.  

I  s  eas   d a j b  Turke . N w I d  Çabuk- Çabuk w rk (fac r lab ur 
j bs are k w  am g Afr ca  m gra s  Turke  as Çabuk Çabuk w rk) a d  
s d cul . Y u ave  w rk f r l g urs  a fac r , e  d   rea  u 

well, a d e a  s  e ug .  

T e er c alle ge s e access  eal  fac l es. H s al serv ces  Turke  
are ver  c s l : we d ’  ave eal  sura ce a d s me f m  fam l  are 
u d cume ed. If m  w fe r I ge  s ck, we ave  g   e s al a d a  a 
l  f m e  w c  we ca  a rd. M  w fe s reg a  a d eeds med cal 
c eck-u s a d care  del ver ur bab .  T ere are a few NGOs a  su r  us 
a d er members f e Afr ca  c mmu  fr m me  me, bu   s ever 
c u us.  

T e las  c alle ge a  I wa   me  ere s e s ruggle we face regard g 
legal d cume a . M  s  w  was b r  ere  Is a bul s ll as  a ers. 
I r ed ma  mes  reg s er m w  e Turk s  au r es bu  s as ’  
bee  successful. I w rr  ab u  m a d w e w ll g   sc l r ge  eal  
care.  

Des e all e c alle ges I me ed, I w c s der Is a bul as m  sec d 
me. I ave ma  fr e ds ere a d I’m well c ec ed w  e Turk s  

s c e . I l ve e Turk s  cul ure a d I l ve be g ar  f . I la  Turk s  s gs 
w  m  Afr ca  s rume s a d I als  l s e   Turk s  s gs  a da l  bas s. I 
s ll la  a d e e f mus c I d  s a m x ure f d ere  Afr ca  f lkl re 
mus c. I c m se s gs as well as I la  d ere  Afr ca  mus cal s rume s. I 
r   bu ld a br dge be wee  e Afr ca  a d e Turk s  cul ure r ug  mus c 

because I bel eve a  mus c s e esse al ke   u e e le fr m d ere  
backgr u ds. 

 

                                                                                         

                                                                         

Cabati



 

“I am a citizen of the world; Africa is just a reference. 

What concerns us today is not race, it is humanity. 

So many years have gone by with wars and hatred… 

I promote peace and love with my songs, I try to wake 

people up and make them aware.” 

                                                                                         ENZO IKAH                                  

                                                                          Congolese musician living in Istanbul 



                                                                              

“We are integrating into Turkish society.” 

Age: 37



Aysha

Hell , m  ame s A s a. I’m a Suda ese d c r a d a m er f ree. 

I came  Turke  as I wa ed m  c ldre   ave be er r u es. T e s ua   Suda  s  
g d. Our c u r  w s e er g a ew ase [  A r l 2019, Pres de  Omar Al-Bas r was rem ved 
fr m wer b  c v l a  r es s a er 30- ears], a d  seems l ke  w ll ake me u l Suda  s full  
rec vered. N w I’m a  a  we made   Turke . I am  able  w rk bu  m  k ds are 
a e d g sc ls a d e qual  f educa  s ver  g . M  c ldre  refer Turke  ver Suda  f r 

e qual  f educa .  

We are r g  egra e  Turk s  s c e . M  c ldre  ca  s eak Turk s  ver  well. I’m  as 
g d as em  Turk s  a ’s w  I usuall  ask em  u der ake e du es a  requ res g d 
k wledge f Turk s  suc  as alk g w  e ax  dr vers a d rder g f d a d wa er  e use. I 
d d ’  lear  Turk s  ver  well. Bu  I’m w a e d g Turk s  la guage c urse a d I bel eve I’m d g 
be er. I r   alk  m  Turk s  e g b urs w e ever we mee ,a d s s w I r   rac ce m  
Turk s . I als  s ar ed  lear   c k s me Turk s  f d. M  c ldre  l ve ea g B rek a d w 

e  refuse  ea  Suda ese breakfas  a d s s  a  I make em B rek ever  da ! 

I egra g  e Turk s  s c e  s  eas , a d  requ res a l  f e r , w w  e el  f s me 
ass c a s l ke DDD, ur egra  w  e Turk s  s c e  s bec m g eas er a d we are bu ld g 
a br dge be wee  us a d e Turk s  c mmu . 

I reall  a rec a e e r le a  DDD la s es ec all   regards  fac l a g access  eal  serv ces 
f r m gra s  Turke . I’m aware f w  d cul   s  v s  s als a d er eal  fac l es f r 
m gra s l v g ere  Turke  es ec all  as m s  f us d ’  ave eal  sura ce. 

I e a  e da  I w ll be able  c r bu e  s eld f uma ar a  a d b  us g m  ex er se 
as a d c r. Bu  rs  I s uld be able  s eak Turk s , a ’s w  I’m f cus g w  lear g e 
la guage r ug  e c urses ered b  DDD. 



“My dream is to become a hairdresser.” 

                                                                                                                             Kaynat 8 years-old from Sudan 

“When I grow up, I want to be policeman, because I want to put bad people in jail.” 

                                                                                                                                    Elyas 5 years-old from Iraq 

“When I grow up, I want to be a doctor, I want to be a doctor that treats the hearts of other 
people. I want everyone to be happy for the rest of their lives.” 

                                                                                                             Mahdiye, 9 years-old from Afghanistan. 





Age: 28

“Migrants in Istanbul are facing a lot of 

challenges and nding a proper job is the 

main one.” 



I’m Barcel , I’m 28 ears ld a d I’m fr m e Dem cra c Re ubl c f C g . 

I came  Turke   2017 as I was seek g f r be er j b r u es. M  elder br er was alread  
l v g a d w rk g  Turke  bef re I came, s   was ’  ard f r me a  e beg g  se le  ere 
as m  br er alread  k ew a l  ab u  e c u r . 

I’m curre l  l v g  Is a bul  e Fa  d s r c . I l ve e c  s  muc  a d I als  l ke e e le 
ere. T e  are ver  fr e dl . 

Hav g a regular c me ere  Turke  s reall  a ug  c alle ge.T ere are ma  Afr ca  br ers 
a d s s ers w  are s ll fac g e d cul es f d g a sus a able j b ere. ve  f r me, e 

c me I rece ve f r d g w rk g s  su c e  a ’s w  I alwa s r   d ex ra j bs  d .  

I bel eve a  e bes  wa   d be er a j b s  lear  e la guage. Lear g Turk s  s a er 
b g c alle ge a  m gra s face  Turke , a ’s w  I e r lled m self  DDD’s Turk s  c urse.M  
Turk s  la guage as m r ved a d bec me be er. 

T ere are er c alle ges a  we as Afr ca  m gra s face ere  Turke .O e f ese c alle ges s 
r g  legall  reg s er.Ma  m gra s su er fr m e c seque ces f  k w g e la es  

c a ges a  ccurs  e m gra  laws  Turke . I k ere s uld be a c mm  lace w ere all 
m gra s ca  g   rece ve a  r e a  ab u  rece  legalc a ges. I was a v c m f s a d d d  
k w ab u  c a ges  e law a d as a resul  I am u d cume ed w a d I’m r g  s r   u  
w  e au r es.  

A er c alle ge s e access  eal  serv ces. I  s alm s  m ss ble f r us as rregular m gra s 
 g   s als. All ubl c s als d ’  acce  m gra s w  as ID r blems. T ere are s me 

r va e s als a  d  acce  e le w   legal ID, bu  e c s s f e rea me s a d 
exam a s are qu e g  a d u a rdable f r m s  e le l ke me. N w gs are c a ged,a d 
b  m  w fe a d I be e ed fr m e s al referral serv ces ered b  DDD. 

Luendo Bercelot



Name: Caroline
Age: 36
Nationality: Uganda

“I le  my country because there was no hope” 



Hell , m  ame s Car l e a d I’m fr m Uga da, I came  Turke   2016.  

I  m  c u r , ereare few ec m c r u es a d a l  f c rru  w  s me e le 
fav ured ver e ers. I  d es ’  ma er w qual ed u are, w a  e f cer ca es u ave 

r w c  sc ls u ave bee  . I  Uga da, ur r be de erm es f u are g g  be selec ed 
 ll e vaca c  r .T a ’s w  u ca  d ma  educa ed e le l ke me w  are 

u em l ed. O  e er a d, u ca  see s me er e le w  ave ever bee   sc l a d 
e  w rk  e g es  s s f e c u r . 

T s d scr m a r  s s em was e reas  w  I dec ded  leave. I le  Uga da a d I ravelled rs   
Duba  w ere I s ruggled  make a l v g as d g a j b ere was ’  eas  ere. Fr m Duba  I came 

 Turke  Is a bul. W e  I rs  came  Turke , I a l ed f r e er a al r ec  s a us a d 
acc rd gl  I was ass g ed  l ve  e c  f Ku a a. 

I d d ’  l ke Ku a a,  was s  d ere  fr m Is a bul. T ere were  j bs ere. I fel  ver  l el  as 
ere were  er Afr ca  e le  e c  a d I was e l  black ers  l v g ere. I re ur ed 
 Is a bul a er s a g f r a few m s  Ku a a.  

I s ar ed  w rk  Is a bul as a clea er, bu  u f r u a el  s j b s  regular a d ’s ver  
c m e ve. M s l  e le fr m eas  As a  c u r es are selec ed  d  e j b ver Afr ca s.  

I l s  e r g   be e  fr m e eal  serv ces because I became u d cume ed as I d d  s a  
 m  c  ‘Ku a a.T a ’s w  f I g   s als, I ave  a  a l  f m e . I remember  e 
ccas  I a d 800 TL f r a med cal c eck-u .As access g eal  serv ces was  ex e s ve f r me, I 

was ak g all e ecessar  recau s  rder    ge  s ck. 

O e da , a fr e d f m e ld me ab u  DDD a d e serv ces a  e  r v de. I v s ed e ce re 
a d I me  w  eam ere. T e  ass s ed me a d e  referred me  a r va e s al w ere I g  
exam ed a d el ed me ge  e ecessar  med c e. I als  a rec a e a  DDD r v de m gra s 

ere w  d ere  e f su r s  bu ld e r ca ac es. I am ak g Turk s  la guage classes a d 
I w ll als  call m  fr e ds  c me a d a e d e legal aware ess sess  as ma  f em ave legal 
c cer s.T ere are ma  Afr ca  a d er e lel v g  Is a bul w  are vul erable a d  eed 
f r su r . 

Caroline



Name: Mama Fatima
Age: 34
Nationality: Afghan

“Afghanistan is not safe anymore tha’s why I  

decidedto come to Turkey. I walked for 15 hours in  

a snowy weather as in order to enter to Turkey” 



M  ame s Mama Fa ma. I’m fr m Afg a s a  a d I’m a m er f w . I wa   s are w  u 
m  s r  a d alk  u ab u  m  l fe  Turke . I came  Turke  alm s  e ear ag . I le  
Afg a s a  s ce  s  safe  l ve ere a m re. I was f rced  leave Afg a s a  because f a  

c de  a  a e ed  me a d m  fam l . 

O e da  a gr u  f e le a em ed  k d a  m  s . T a k g d m  s  ma aged  ru  awa  
fr m em. T ese k ds f c de s a e  a l   Afg a s a  as e k d a ers arge  fam l es s  

e  ca  ask f r a ra s m f r e re ur  f e r c ldre . W e  e c de  a e ed, m  usba d 
was  a er c . I called m  le  m k w a  I’m leav g e c u r  mmed a el  as we d ’  
feel safe a m re. We d d ’  eve  mee   sa  g db e  eac  er. We acked ur bel g gs 
a d we b ked e rs  g   Ira . 

I d d ’  c s der s a g  Ira  w e  I arr ved because I bel eved a  Turke  w uld er be er l fe 
c d s. I l  we   Ira   rder  cr ss e b rder  Turke  fr m ere. We were smuggled 

 Turke  r ug  e la d b rder. T e r u e we k was ver  ug .We ad  walk f r 15 urs 
 reac  Turke . T e r ad was full f lls a d e wea er was s w . I walked all e wa   Turke  

w  m  w  c ldre . I ca ’  ex la   u w a ful e ex er e ce was, eve  alk g ab u   
ur s me a l .  

T a kfull , we made   Turke  a er a ver  l g r .We rs  e ered  e c  f Va  a d fr m 
ere we k a bus  Is a bul w ere we curre l  l ve. I’m curre l  l v g  Ze bur u w  m  

w  s s. I’m a  a  I made   Is a bul al ve a er s l g r . 

I d d  wa   r sk e l fe f me r m  c ldre  b  ak g a  r ad, bu  a  was e l  wa   
make   Turke . If u are w der g w  I d d ’  a l  f r a v sa  e er  Turke  legall ,  s 
because e v sa a l ca  r cess s ver  ex e s ve,a d m s  Afg a  e le ge  rejec ed w e  

e  a l  f r e Turk s  v sa.  

N w I ave bee  l v g  Turke  f r a ear. If ere s e w rd a  ca  descr be m  ex er e ce  
Turke  dur g s ear  w uld be e w rd “b erswee .” I’m a  because I’m ere safe a d m  
c ldre  are  l ger  da ger. Bu  a  e same me, I’m ver  sad because m  c ldre  ca ’  g   
sc l.  

I came  Turke   a l  f r e er a al r ec  s a usas I wa ed m  c ldre   ave a 
be er educa .U f r u a el , I c uld ’  a l . I ave bee   d ere  c es suc  as Yal va a d 
Sakar a  rder  a l  f r e s a us, bu  I was ld b  e au r es ere a  e reg s ra  s 

 l ger ava lable.  

N w I l ve  Turke  w u  a  ID r legal a ers. We ca ’  g   s als a d m  k ds ca ’  a e d 
sc ls. I l  ma aged  g   s al f r e rs  me  Turke  r ug  DDD. M  l fe ere s ver  
d cul . If  was jus  f r me, I w uld ’  c m la  bu  I ave k ds w  a  leas  s uld ge  e r g   
g   sc l. 

duca  as alwa s bee  m r a  f r us  ur fam l , I s ud ed ree ears  de s r  
de ar me , bu  sadl  I c uld ’  c m le e m  educa  due  s me fam l -rela ed ssues. I k w 
w a   mea s  s ud  a d  g   sc l, a ’s s w  I feel s  sad f r m  c ldre  a d I’m s  
w rr ed ab u  e r fu ure. 

Mama Fatima



 

   

 

 

DDD, Fatih Community Center

Abdella f Z be r - Suda  

C mmu  a d ve s O cer a  DDD. 

Abdella f arr ved  Turke  10 ears-ag . He s ud ed I er a al Rela s a d P l cal Sc e ce a  
Is a bul Kül ür u vers . 

Abdella f j ed DDD e ear ag  a d e curre l  w rks as a C mmu  ve s O cer 

Abdella f s res s ble f r f ll w g e m leme a  f e r jec  ac v es suc  as, legal 
aware ess sess s a d Turk s  la guages c urses a d sem ars. 

Al  ZOUNGRANA – Burk a Fas  

Case Ma ageme  O cer a  DDD. 

Al  came  Turke  8 ears-ag . He c m le ed s mas er’s degree a Y ld z Tek k U vers . 
Al gs de s w rk w  DDD, Al  s curre l d g s PHD a  e same u vers . 

As a case ma ager, Al ’s r es  l s e   be e c ar es’ r blems, r v de gu da ce  av ga g 
serv ces, a d refer em  e deal serv ce r v der.   

T a Waka da - Camer  

Pr mar  Heal  Care O cer a  DDD. 

T a came  Turke  w  ears ag .  S e s ud ed urs g  Camer .S e as w rked  several 
Afr ca  c u r es  e uma ar a  eld a d I  Augus  

I  2020, T a j ed DDD’s eam as a PHC cer a d s e s res s ble f r c duc g eal  as well 
as eal  referrals  s als. 
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